~ The City of San Diego

MANAGER’
REPORT

DATE ISSUED: May 29, 1321 REZORT HO. 81-247

AT REMTICN:: Public Esrvices and Safety Committee
agenda of June 5, izel &
SUEJECT: Gashbuge Jisocsel Remcvel in Food Estanlishmencs
AEFERENCES: Fehruary 2, 1280, Communication from the Szn Disge
Hestaurant Associaticn
Marzh 2L, 19390, Acgzions of the Public Servises and
dafaty Commiziee, Ioam No, 18
Nicvemoer 21, 1990, Actiorne of the Public Sarvi-ag
ans Salany Coomicees, Ites Moo 12
=JUARY
Issue - Should food estabklishments be recuired to remove
carcige disposals as pre-ringe Erations &nd coinnect the
Fre=rinze waste linss to greass sracs/interceptors?
wanacer's Becamrendacions - Gachage disposals should ke
removac and pra-riase WESTE limasg :n:.echn_ Lo greape remaval
asulzment; geroage Cisposals siculd oniy ce alliowed a2t pre-
rinse sctations when plumted to a grease inrtarrentor sized
lzrge enough for the excess fzed matter.

&n orinance amendment.

This recocnmencaiicn does oot resulis

. !

Cthar Fecommendaciens - Mene. :

riscal Impact - By reducing the amount of grease in the sewage
collection systam; the E‘:? Wwiil ke akle to: &) reduce
maintensnce costs associated wlth the clezning ené clearing
of blocked sewer malns, b)) reduze the nunmber of claims

dgainetr the Cityr resulting froo sewer back-ups caused by
gzeasc, and ) aveld poszible panalties levied by ragulatory
agencies for sewage spills,



BACKCGROUND

At the March 21, 1990, meeting of the Fublic Services and Safety
Committes, the Manager was requested to respond ta a
cammunication from the San Diego Hestaurant Assoclation. It had
rajsed a ccncern regarding the removal of garbage disposals £rom
pre-rinse statiens that are adjacent to autcmatic d:5h$a§h:15fpﬂt
esinks. It reguested that the current cordinance Dbe modified to
allow garbage disposals to remain on pre-rinse waste lines. <€ity
=taff and the Restaurant Association had many discussicns on the
issite but were unable to come to an agreement. It was
subsequently scheduled for the November 13, 1930, meeting of the
PSES committes. At that time the Restaurant AssoClatlion
requested a continuance so that it could continue the cialogue
with City =taff. This report is a result of those additicnal
digcussions.

DISCUSS 0N "

food EE=a-lishmens Wastewster Discharge Permit Pros-am "
Eood eRT@-a. lSCNarge rFEIMoL = w--—0

s-—ablishment Wastewater Discharge (FEWD) Permic Program
emsnred in FYS0. working with the Building Inspection
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2 =g FEWD s=zff currentiv reviews plans I3r all new

nIrEoTE, Ta gdate, over 100 pew restaurants hfve bgen =

= s=s wha: -he sroper grease ramoval egulsment will
=mes opan for Business:
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“a mmwss that im she secondary traatment Conseas
ha Faderal Govesamens, the imporcance of s;E;FLT?
img the systen is referenced. IT SpecilIiCAILN
' cammazzial fzed prepszration establishments
wpmuimas +x imseall crease renavel
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=5 S@z2, =ie FEWD progcam has sarlormed 3,593 Za G 88
imgee-tionz 'zonferences and issued 1,040 permits. Walle
cearissismg on reductisn of grease related gverfl

preiimingry, a downward trend has Deen noted.
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- & device designed to retaln grease Irsm one o 2
Zaur fiwtures. Trags may bs located Insice thne

4 ragpeire frecpent m2intenance. TIPS cinnet work
i connes-tes ©o a gaxhage disposal.
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ex=eripr unit that must be pumped oOF
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appliances and other fixtures or eguipment used in fo0d
preparation or cleanup where grease may be introduced into the
souUATag® SVSTENt.

Under Municipal Cade Section 64.0708, the Fpod Establishment
Wastewater Discharge (FEWD) Parmit Program has identified pre-
rinse s=atians as a fixsure that discharges greass to the seWel.
At these statiens, dirty dishes and pots are rinsed before final
wash in & pot sink/dighwacher. Many pre-rinse stations are
plumbed through a garbage disposal.

per the Unifsrm Plumbing Code - 1883 Edirion Section 713, no food
waste disposal unit shall be connected to or discharged into any
grease interceptor or greazse trap unless specifically required or
permitted by the Administrative Aurhority (the city of San Diegs
sullding Inspectisn Departiment}.

Tt is recommended that we modify our present peolicy such that
re-ringe stations only when

garbage disposals be ellowed &1 D

clumbed to a grease interceptor sized large enough for the excess
food master. Under our present pelicy, garoage digpogsle are not
sllowed at pre-rinse stations under any circumstanges. Becausa
of the associated costs of plusbiag modifications, we Zurther

recomsend that facilicies ke allowed
which to comzly with regulrements ac

& j-year grase period by
the cdishwashez/mar sink

pra-rinse station, except in the Icllowing cases:

1y The fasili=vy usndersoes a mador kizchen remoce:, In
whish case mocif:carions wili be regulired C€aifing The
plan check process,

7) The facility is lpcazes cn & sewer line that has
experienced twe o more grease related Risckages
in the las= twelve nonchs.

1] The Smz-ility has & evistiag graeass intesceotor,

4 Tha sxisciwe maves=s figoogs] iy incperernls or 02T
being uged,

THisS r?::nnenﬁa:i:n wezld give some relief to larger
es-zbliskments, while protesting the sewarage EYETEWM IY:

2) Satisfying the regulrsment Zor gGressa remsval eguipmant
per the Food Establisinsnt Wastewater Digzharge
Qrdinance.

Bl FReducing greasz znd szlids load on the sewWer systenm.

e} RAllowing food establishmenzs to weigh the Incressed
cogt of instalia=ie- (520,000 - 520,000) and malintensncs
of interceptors azninss the benefiit of having a garbigs
Cisposal and & resusses amount of wet garzage.



appliances and other fixtures or eguipment used in fsod
preparation or cleanup where grease may be introduced into the

shaitom® S —— —

severage SVEten. s ’

Under Municinal Code Section 64.0708, the Food Establishment
Wastewater Discharge (FEWD) Permit Program has identified pre-
rince s=atisss as a fixrure that discharges grease to the sewel.
At these statiens, dirty dishes and pots are rinsed before final
wash in & pot sink/dishwasher. Many pre-rinse statlons are
plumbed threugh a garbage disposal.

Per the Unifsrm Plumbing Code - 1983 Edition Section 713, no food
waste disposal unit shall be sonnectzed to or discharged into any
grease interceptor or grease trap unless specificelly reguired or
permitted by the Administrative Authority (the city of San Diego
sullding Inspection Department}.

+t is recommended that we modify our present peolicy such that
garbage disposals be allowed ac pre-Finge stations only when
plumbed to a grease interceptor sized large ancushk for the exceass
feod matter. Undser our present pelicy, gerhage digpogals are not
zllowed at pre-rinse stations under any circumstances. Becausa
cf the associacved costs of plunbiang modifications, we Juriher
recommend thar faclllries ks allowed a 3-year grace period by
which to comgly with resulremenss at the dishwasher/moc sink
pze-rinse station, except in the Icllowing cases:

1) The fasilizy pmdarzoes a mador glzchen remoce:, in
whioh ezse mocisizazisns will be reguired docling ihe
plan check process.

2) The Ffacility is lgcazes cn & sewer lipne that has
experienced two or more grease related Diockages
in the lasz twelve nsochs

1] Tha farsility has &= evistiag grassa Inteccosooor.

4} The exiszing garkage fiegpcssl iz incpersble o RIS
baing used,

This recomnmendaszisn wezld give some zelief to larger
es=abliekments, while protesting the sewerage system Dy:

a) zrisfying the reguirament Zor GQreE&SSS »amoval eguipment
per the Food Establisinent Wastewater Digzanarge

Grdinance.
Bl FReducing greass and stlids load on the sewser systen.

e} RAllowing food esstablishmenzs o weigh the Increased
cngk of insrallig=ion (510,000 - $20,000) and meipntensnce
of interceptors agninst the benailt of RaVing & garbags

¢isposal and a resuced amouns of wet garsages.



SUMMARY

The reduction of the amount of greate entering our sawerage -
system is vital to reducing the number of sewage spills and
complying with the regquirements of the Consent Decree. The
recuirements of the FEWD Permit Program combined with enhanced
maincenance efforts is resulting in a reduction in spills caused
by grease. It is imperative that all necessary steps be taken to
contimue this progress. Contzol of the use of garbage dispasals
in fuod establishments is a key factor in this efiort.

ALTERNATIVES ' :

1. Continue the present policy whereby pre-rinse stations must
be plumbed through grease traps/intecceptors. Garbage
disposals are not allowed under any circumstances.

Analysis:

a) Complies with Ordinance reguirements at the least expansc
(£Z,000 for a grease trap installation in addition to the
1255 of investment in the garbage disposal).

=) Peduces grease and solids load cn the sewer syst=m.

£} Prevents fcood establisaments from having garbage
dispogals at pre-rinse stations.

¢} 1Imcreases the amouns of wet girzags in facilizlies where
was=fdighpae wara mravisugly sorzped directly Zatg the
glesposdli. :

2. Garbacze disposals that a=me instsiled 2t Pre-IINS: BI851005
are z2ligwed o byv-pass cresssg traps/inTerCEepilIs.
Analvsis:

a) oes nogr sézisiy the JrZlnence
%] Allnws gresse/sclids 1o be diszhsrgsd TT The sawel
ETETEN
2} ASlowe focd eszablistments to Keep Sarbage c.sposals.
a ivoids grease wrap installacizp and maintenance cCosts ac
the pre-rinse staticn
aespeccfuily submitzed,
B SO s Bl
: S
¥, B. FRAVENTELDER
Deputy Clicy #anager
MIZLS/ACL
Erzachments

1. Pre-Rinse Station Schematics
m from San Dlego Rescaurant ASEICLALICR

2. Communicatlon
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